Predictors of criminal recidivism: A study of recidivists in metropolitan Kano, Nigeria by Musa, Ahmed Aminu
The copyright © of this thesis belongs to its rightful author and/or other copyright 
owner.  Copies can be accessed and downloaded for non-commercial or learning 
purposes without any charge and permission.  The thesis cannot be reproduced or 
quoted as a whole without the permission from its rightful owner.  No alteration or 
changes in format is allowed without permission from its rightful owner. 
 
  
 
PREDICTORS OF CRIMINAL RECIDIVISM: A STUDY OF 
RECIDIVISTS IN METROPOLITAN KANO, NIGERIA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AHMED, AMINU MUSA (94781) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY  
UNIVERSITI UTARA MALAYSIA 
 JUNE, 2016 
  
  
ii 
TITLE PAGE 
PREDICTORS OF CRIMINAL RECIDIVISM: A STUDY OF 
RECIDIVISTS IN METROPOLITAN KANO, NIGERIA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AHMED, AMINU MUSA (94781) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Thesis submitted to the Ghazali Shafie Graduate School of Government 
in fulfilment of the requirements for the Doctor of Philosophy 
 Universiti Utara Malaysia 
 
  
  
v 
PERMISSION TO USE 
 
 
In presenting this thesis in partial fulfillment of the requirements for PhD degree 
from Universiti Utara Malaysia, I agree that Universiti Library may make it freely 
available for inspection. I further agree that permission for copying of this thesis in 
any manner either in whole or in part, for scholarly purpose may be granted by my 
supervisor or in her absence, by the Dean, Ghazali Shafie Graduate School of 
Government, College of Law, Government and International Studies (COLGIS). It is 
understood that any copying or publication or use of this thesis or parts thereof for 
financial gain shall not be allowed without my written permission. It is also 
understood that due recognition shall be given to me and to Universiti Utara 
Malaysia for any scholarly use which may be made of any material from this thesis. 
 
 
Request for permission to copy or to make use of material in this thesis in whole or in 
part, should be addressed to:  
 
Dean (Ghazali Shafie Graduate School of Government) 
UUM College of Law, Government and International Studies 
Universiti Utara Malaysia 
06010 UUM Sintok 
Kedah Darul Aman 
  
  
vi 
ABSTRACT 
 
Criminal recidivism is a holistic phenomenon as a result of the interplay between 
institution, social and individual personality factors. This contributed to the alarming 
rates of re-offending among ex-prisoners. The objective of this study is to examine 
predictors of criminal recidivism. Specifically, the study examines the effects of 
prison institution, social stigma, ostracism, discrimination and personality factors on 
recidivism. The study also examines the mediating effect of stigma, ostracism, 
discrimination and personality traits on recidivism. Data were collected by survey 
method and in-depth interview. A total sample of 256 ex-prisoners has been selected 
by purposive sampling strategy and six ex-prisoners were randomly selected for 
interview. Partial Least Square method (PLS) was used to test the hypothesized 
relationship for the study and Nvivo was used to analyse the qualitative data. The 
findings of the study show a significant relationship between prison experiences, 
stigma, discrimination, conscientiousness, agreeableness traits and criminal 
recidivism. Moreover, the study establishes that social discrimination and 
conscientiousness significantly mediates the relationship between prison experience 
and criminal recidivism among ex-prisoners. This study contributes beneficial 
insights in terms of theoretical, methodological and policy. Suggestions for future 
studies are also identified and discussed. 
 
Keywords: Criminal Recidivism, Institution, Ostracism, Prison Experience, Partial 
Least Square Method (PLS), Social Stigma 
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ABSTRAK 
 
Pengulang laku jenayah merupakan satu fenomena yang holistik akibat daripada 
pengaruh antara institusi, sosial dan faktor personaliti individu. Hal ini telah 
menyumbang kepada kadar yang membimbangkan atas pengulang laku jenayah 
dalam kalangan bekas banduan. Objektif kajian ini adalah untuk mengkaji peramal 
pengulang laku jenayah, iaitu secara khusus mengkaji kesan institusi penjara, stigma 
sosial, pemulauan, diskriminasi dan faktor personaliti terhadap pengulang laku 
jenayah. Kajian ini juga mengkaji kesan pengantara stigma, pemulauan, diskriminasi 
dan ciri personaliti pengulang laku jenayah. Data dikumpulkan dengan menggunakan 
kaedah tinjauan dan temuduga mendalam. Sampel seramai 256 orang bekas banduan 
telah dipilih dengan menggunakan strategi persampelan bertujuan dan enam orang 
bekas banduan telah dipilih secara rawak untuk ditemuduga. Kaedah Partial Least 
Square (PLS) telah digunakan untuk menguji hubungan hipotesis dalam kajian ini 
dan NVivo telah digunakan untuk menganalisis data kualitatif. Dapatan kajian 
menunjukkan bahawa terdapat hubungan yang signifikan antara pengalaman di 
penjara, stigma, diskriminasi, sifat berhati-hati, sifat kepatuhan dengan pengulang 
laku jenayah. Selain itu, kajian ini membuktikan bahawa diskriminasi sosial dan sifat 
berhati-hati dengan ketara menyederhana hubungan antara pengalaman di penjara 
dan pengulang laku jenayah dalam kalangan bekas banduan. Kajian ini memberi 
sumbangan informasi yang bermanfaat daripada segi teori, metodologi dan dasar. 
Cadangan untuk kajian masa hadapan juga dikenal pasti dan dibincangkan dalam 
hasil kajian ini. 
 
Kata Kunci: Pengulang Laku Jenayah, Institusi, Pemulauan, Pengalaman Penjara, 
Kaedah Partial Least Square (PLS), Stigma Sosial  
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CHAPTER ONE 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 
1.1 Introduction 
Recidivism is a situation of fall back or relapses into prior criminal habits especially 
after imprisonment. It is the return of probationer or offender to illegal activity after 
release from incarceration. It also shows a situation of repeating criminal behavior 
after the experience of negative consequences of a particular behavior or has been 
treated or trained to extinguish that particular behavior (Tenibiaje, 2013).  
 
Though there have been some controversies on the definitions of recidivism. That is, 
the phenomenon is explained from different perspectives. Recidivism is defined as 
the return to prison (Florida Department of Corrections, 2014). The US Legal 
(2012:1) also described criminal recidivism as „the rate of prisoners who after being 
released return to prison or jail because they have committed another crime.‟ Payne 
(2007) refers recidivism to the repetitious criminal activity and is synonymous with 
terms such as „repeat offending‟ and re-offending.‟ In Nigeria, recidivism is seen as 
the return of the ex-prisoner to prison for committing another crime after the initial 
release (Tenibiaje, 2013). The explanations given are all centered on committing 
crime despite having been incarcerated in prison institution which negates the main 
objective of the prison institution which centered on rehabilitation, reformation and 
deterrence. 
 
The contents of 
the thesis is for 
internal user 
only 
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